University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

4-30-1998

Leading educator speaks in UM lecture series
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Leading educator speaks in UM lecture
series" (1998). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 15353.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/15353

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of

Montana

U N IV ER SITY RELA TIO N S

• M ISSO ULA , M T 59812

•

4 0 6 - 243-2522

• FAX: 4 0 6 - 243-4520

April 30, 1998
Contact: Richard Drake, 243-2981; Albert Borgmann, 243-2792.
LEADING EDUCATOR SPEAKS IN UM LECTURE SERIES
MISSOULA A controversial proponent of educational reform will examine the status of American schools in
an upcoming talk at The University of Montana-Missoula.
E.D. Hirsch Jr., an educator and best-selling author whose work has influenced recent
educational thought and practice, will deliver “The Schools We Need” Thursday, May 7, at 8 p.m. in
the University Theatre. Hirsch also will discuss “Cultural Literacy Ten Years After” during that day’s
3:40 p.m. Philosophy Forum in the law school’s Castles Center. Both events are free and open to the
public.
“His work is at the heart of the national debate on what our schools should be,” said Richard
Drake, UM history professor and lecture series organizer. “Every teacher in Missoula should come to
this.”
Hirsch, who made many people angry with his 1987 book “Cultural Literacy,” has done the
same with his latest book, “The Schools We Need and Why We Don’t Have Them.” In reviewing the
latter for the Indianapolis Star, Bruno V. Manno of the Hudson Institute wrote: “This book is sure to
gore a number of sacred cows in what Hirsch calls education’s “thoughtworld,” a realm in need of some
serious goring.”
In his books, Hirsch advocates a specific core of knowledge and skills that children should be
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expected to learn in each grade to motivate every student through definite attainable standards. He pans
the progressive education movement, which calls for downplaying or eliminating a knowledge- or
content-based curriculum and emphasizing individual learning styles instead. For a progressive, Hirsch
contends, how learning occurs takes precedence over what is learned.
Hirsch began his teaching career at Yale University after earning master’s and doctoral degrees
there. In 1966 he became an English professor at the University of Virginia, where he currently serves
as University Professor of Education and Humanities.
He has received several honorary degrees and has been a Fulbright Scholar, a Guggenheim
fellow, a fellow of the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University, a
Humanities Fellow at Princeton University and a fellow at the Australian National University. Hirsch
received the biennial QuEST award from the American Federation of Teachers in 1997. He has served
on many advisory boards, including the National Council on Educational Research.
Hirsch is founder and president of the nonprofit Core Knowledge Foundation, an organization
that is exercising a growing influence on American educational reform.
His talk will be the final installment of the 1997-98 President’s Lecture Series and this year’s
Lucile Speer Memorial Lecture.
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